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 Henry A. Giroux, Director of the McMaster Center for Scholarship 
in the Public Interest (MCSPI), has authored 50 books and almost 
300 academic articles on critical pedagogy, higher education, and 
cultural studies. He was acknowledged as one of the 50 key modern 
thinkers on education (Palmer, 2001). This article is a theme-based 
review of his book Neoliberalism’s War on Higher Education(Giroux, 
2014). In this book Henry Girou strongly condemns the growing 
influence of neoliberalism policies on higher educational institutions of 
the US, UK, and other European neoliberal economies. He argues that 
neoliberal economic and political order distorts universities’ vision, 
meaning, and preferences. He evaluates the crucial role of higher 
educational institutions in addressing the drawbacks of neoliberal 
order and in redeveloping the true sense of democracy, justice, and 
freedom.
     Neoliberalism is a socioeconomic order which signifies absolute 
sovereignty of market. It ethically justifies profit maximization 
and capital accumulation through all possible means. It is an order 
where global institutions, governments, military services, media, 
and education act as puppets in the hand of multinational corporations. 
It controls and regulates democracy, government policies, state 
establishments, politicians, knowledge, ethics, values, and culture. 
Giroux noticed that in the so-called free floating environment of 
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ideas in the US, 90% of media is controlled by only six corporations. 
Neoliberalism stresses privatization, free trade, deregulation, and 
fiscal austerity measures. Henry Giroux warned that the consequences 
of neoliberal polices would be disastrous for economics, social, 
political, and moral growth. On the other hand, it would strengthen 
polarization of wealth and poverty, profit seeking waves, consumerism, 
anti-welfare state, individualism, self-interest, criminalization 
and legally legitimate greed, selfishness, class system, ruthless 
competition, and injustice.
 Giroux posits that in neoliberal order, the consumer should 
pay for each and every service, that is, “From parks and beaches to highways 
and higher education” (p. 13). He collectively phrased neoliberal 
educational policies of higher education as “pedagogy of market-
driven illiteracy” (p. 6), which works in a “Zombie-like fashion” (p.13) 
under neoliberal authoritarianism. He mentions that under the control 
of neoliberal policies, the US government allocated 60% budget on 
military and defense, whereas social welfare programs including 
higher educational institutions were steadily defunded. 
 
     He adds that corporations are now deciding the vision, mission, 
and policies of universities and are directly controlling the policy 
guidelines, degree structure, curriculum, faculty, management, and 
even the students. In response, universities are shaking hands with 
the corporate sector under the fabric of research advancement. 
Academicians are seeking for better financial grants from business 
tycoons to produce knowledge as per their requirements. Giroux 
criticizes this attitude and claims that historically and principally 
universities are meant for “Intense public discourse, passionate 
learning, and vocal citizen involvement in the issues of the times” 
(p. 132). He regards the contemporary decline of higher educational 
institutions under the umbrella of neoliberalism as Dystopian 
Education in which critical citizenship, discursive analysis, social 
responsibilities, and public values are regarded as failure rather than 
success, but Neoliberal educational policies lay emphasis on high 
stake testing, rote memorization of theories, and skills based 
teaching to shrink critical thinking attitude necessary for the true 
democratic society. Giroux believes that critical thinking is the 
backbone for genuine democracy.
 Giroux further argues that academic freedom of universities 
is now at stake and part-time faculties are preferred. On the other 
hand, the workload of full time faculty has been increased with 
bigger class sizes where they teach under a stressful and a fearful 
environment. Critical intellectuals are being fired from universities. The 
faculty members of higher education institutions in US are now paid 
less and with lower degree of health care and social benefits, which 
has demoralized them and they have lost control over academic 
affairs. Universities consider them as their laborers, responsible for 
managing designated duties, rather than intellectuals responsible to 
produce knowledge for the betterment of society. Likewise, 
universities are regarded by neoliberals as factories which are meant 
to produce good managers, technocrats, and robots. Universities are 
increasingly accepting the idea that they are responsible to train 
individuals for neoliberal order in the global market place, rather 
than to assist critical thinking and become a hub for knowledge 
buildingin the society. Henry Giroux has criticized Bill Gates for 
his investment in higher education with his belief  that “Job training 
is more important than education” (p. 33).Giroux further argues that 
universities are now more interested in entertaining students rather 
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than educating them, like big sports, big money, and big returns. He 
underlines that big sports are also responsible for increased culture 
of “Sexism, misogyny, and violence in higher educational institutions 
of the US”(p. 112). He also condemns the growing militarization of 
higher educational institutions. He regarded it as school-to-prison 
pipeline. He further argues that universities intellectually support 
and ethically justify the global wars and invasions, instead of being 
critical of them.
     The influence of neoliberalism and free market on higher 
education is heterogeneously discussed by Henry Giroux. His book 
has not only incorporated the contribution of government 
policies and university administration in intensifying neoliberal 
order, but it has also enlightened neoliberalism’s impact on faculty, 
students, and knowledge. Explicit arguments in an outspoken flavor 
have framed his book reader-friendly; however, the reappearance 
of ideas is frequently observed in the book, which occasionally bothers 
the readers. For instance, Giroux condemned the idea of part-time 
faculty in higher educational institutions more than 10 times in 
different chapters. Further, it was also noticed that few concepts 
and events were elucidated with unnecessary extensions. For 
example, chapter 6 was completely allocated for the youth strike in 
Quebec, which would otherwise require hardly few paragraphs for 
clarification. 
     The critics of capitalism, neoliberalism, free market economy, 
and globalization are one way or another influenced by the writings 
of Karl Marx. Their arguments fundamentally reasoned around the 
miserable state of world poverty and the growing distance 
between the two extremes of rich and poor due to global capitalistic 
order of neoliberalism and free market economy. Giroux was clear 
in his approach that our public and private lives are directed and 
controlled by neoliberal economic order, rather than true democratic 
and collaborative values. We live in a society, yet we have no concern 
about the people living around us. We see around us that the smiles 
are factitious, life styles are fabricated, thoughts are puzzled, and 
every day affairs are hypocritical. People have time for personal 
entertainment, but they do not have enough time for their parents 
to talk to, for their kids to chat with, or for their society to 
participate in. Giroux appropriately urges to reflect on democratic 
values, to participate in social issues, and to utilize our critical 
capacities and wisdom effectively. He recommends faculties and 
students of higher educational institutions to challenge the powerful and 
neoliberal elite by critical questioning on social and democratic 
values. He advises to expand the support base against neoliberal 
polices by raising their voices to multiple audience through social 
media, internet, radio, magazines, books, blogs, and especially 
through street protest. 
 Regardless of his effort in highlighting the contemporary 
crisis of higher education in the US, UK, and other neoliberal 
economies, Giroux failed to put forward sufficient evidence in his 
book to establish the direct liability of few corporations and 
individuals with malafide intentions in a structured manner to 
influence the higher educational institutions for their own vested 
economic and political interest. Contrary to this, if neoliberalism is 
a changing attitude and order of the society due to the endless greed 
and selfishness of public, rather than a structured attempt of few 
corporations, then Giroux must put his major emphasize in this 
bookon anti-pleasure and simplistic lifestyles rather than 
demonstrations and protests, as we first need to fight with our 
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internal enemies before organizing street protests.
     In this book Giroux time and again condemns the controlled 
neoliberal democracy and proposes a true democracy of freedom, 
liberty, and brotherhood, but the foundational analysis of democracy 
leads to a built-in problem of it. Democracy is a political system where 
decisions of the majority prevail; thus, voters must recognize the 
candidates before they vote for them. The candidates must use 
sufficient amount of money to introduce themselves before mass 
voters. Higher the amount of money expended by the candidates, 
better would be their recognition before voters. Consequently, 
corporate elites and their appointed individuals would have a 
greater probability  for success due to better availability of 
resources. Hence, the proposed idea of absolute freedom of choice 
and the system of true democracy are fundamentally opposite with 
each another. Individuals always remain under the controlled 
indoctrination of religion, feudalism, dictatorship or neoliberal 
authoritarianism. 
 
 Similarly, another contradiction was observed in the writings of 
Giroux. He criticized the political and economic control of few 
corporations on higher educational institutions under the umbrella 
of neoliberalism, but he favored the liberty of individuals under the 
umbrella of human rights, democracy, freedom, and liberal curriculum. 
If the liberalism of market could not protect itself with the greedy 
economical control of few corporations, then how would the 
liberation of ideas remain unaffected from the vested interest of 
intellectuals? Giroux himself criticized gated intellectuals for 
legitimating neoliberal influence on higher educationto fulfill their 
vested interests.
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     The author condemnes skill based technical and managerial 
nature of education in higher educational institutions, but the bitter 
realities of global market place depict entirely another picture. During 
the age of agricultural economy, the prime source of livelihood for 
masses was farming. Knowledge was not purely dependent on the 
nature of earnings, but after industrial revolution the new wave of 
labor market was emerged. The composition of mass employment 
was deeply synchronized with the technological advancement of the 
20th century. Additionally, for the last two decades preprogramed 
automatic machines have sharply reduced the need of mass labor 
recruitment. Now the service market is the ultimate source for 
the masses to earn their livelihood. The technical and managerial 
pre-requisite training for the service market urges higher educational 
institutions to shift their concentration from knowledge based 
pedagogy to market driven pedagogy; otherwise the young masses 
would have no place to earn their livelihood in the absence of 
agricultural economy and in the presence of computerized machinery.
 Giroux irrationally and unjustifiably jumpes to conclusion 
by establishing the sole responsibility of weakened university 
effectiveness on neoliberalism. He absolutely ignored the politically 
backed standardization of the entire educational arrangements and the 
deteriorated impact of excessive quality assurance on the effectiveness 
of faculty and administrative bodies. The causal effect relationship 
between neoliberalism and the war on higher education is 
unsatisfactorily backed with concrete evidences. Giroux puts 
forward the case like an eloquentand outspoken political or religious 
leader. He has also failed in suggesting a strategic road map or a way 
ahead for concerned intellectuals and conscious citizens towards his 
idealized notion of true democracy. His approach of massive street 
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protests is an agitation rather than reformation. It seems that he 
perceived neoliberalism’s threat to higher education alarming, 
but it could be countered straightforwardly through massive street 
protests. The threat of neoliberalism is far greater than the 
impression of Henry Girroux. Higher education is only one of its 
victims, which cannot be rehabilitated in isolation. Neoliberalism is 
a complete socio-politico-economic order and it must be dealt with 
collectively.
 After all, this book is an effective resource for the 
cross-examination of sovereignty of market and the culture of 
American education. The book has successfully revealed the 
political indoctrination of neoliberal authoritarianism on higher 
education. It has differentiated the controlled and true democratic 
culture on the basis of freedom, liberty, and brotherhood. Neoliberals 
are desperately inclined to sell and purchase each and every 
component of the society; from democracy to politicians, from 
media to knowledge and from culture to ethics. Giroux argues that 
neoliberal order preserves polarization of wealth and poverty, 
profit seeking waves, consumerism, anti-welfare state, individualism, 
self-interest, and criminalization. He denounces the governance 
model of higher educational institutions as per corporate requirements. 
He warns that it would lead to the death of knowledge, critical 
thinking, and democratic values. He contends that, “In corporate model 
of governance, universities becomes malls, administration becomes 
entrepreneurs, faculty becomes labors, students becomes consumers, 
and knowledge becomes product” (p. 87), and warns the universities 
to keep a distance from market driven pedagogy to enable researchers 
to be able to critically examine the societal issues and suggest a way 
ahead.
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  The neoliberals’control on higher education will amend 
the actual meaning of the university, that is, to be critical on social 
issues and produce knowledge for the betterment of the society. 
The author also shuns skyrocketing tuition fees in public and 
private universities and notes that this greed would lead to fewer 
enrollments and more dropouts from higher educational institutions. 
He clarified the control of neoliberal policies on the higher 
educational institutions with comprehensive evidences. According to 
him, it includes devaluing the role of faculty, the idea of part-time 
faculty, considering students as customers, empowering  corporate to 
manage and control the educational affairs of universities, 
and preferring knowledge addition for corporate needs over social 
needs. Giroux explicitly remarks, “As public values are replaced by 
corporate values, students become clients, faculty is deskilled and 
depoliticized, tuition fee rises, and more and more working-class 
and poor minority students are excluded from the benefits of higher 
education” (p. 35). He regards history, philosophy, literature, and art as 
foundational studies for critical thinking, which should be blended 
all over the degree structure of higher education. He recommends 
street protests and the culture of critical questioning in universities 
to challenge neoliberal authoritarianism on higher education. 
 Henry Giroux has authored this book with his intuition and 
eloquence, but has failed to prove structured attempts of corporate to 
manipulate the meanings of higher education. Few contradictions were 
also observed in the authors’ point of view. He strongly condemns 
absolute liberation of market, but favors absolute liberty of 
individuals. Nevertheless, this book puts forward a good critique of 
neoliberalism’s influence on higher education and the author must 
be commended for his endeavor. The book should be regarded as 
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a valuable resource for the readers  capitalism, neoliberalism, and 
higher education. 
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